
Whole School Reading Overview  

 Skills Year N Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Phonics and 
decoding 

Develop their 
phonological 
awareness, so 
that they can: 

- spot and 
suggest rhymes 

- count or clap 
syllables in words 

- recognise words 
with the same 
initial sound, 
such as money 
and mother 

 

Understand print 
has meaning, can 
have different 
purposes, we 
read English text 
from left to right 
& from top to 
bottom, the 
names of the 
different parts of 
books & page 
sequencing 

-Count or clap 
syllables in a 
word 

-Recognise words 
with the same 
initial sound 

-Recognises 
familiar words 
and signs such as 
own name, 
advertising logos 
and screen icons 

 

 

 

 

Read individual 
letters by saying the 
sounds for them 
-Blend sounds into 
words, so that they 
can read short 
words made up of 
known letter-sound 
correspondences 
-Read some letter 
groups that each 
represent one 
sound & say sounds 
for them 
-Read simple 
phrases & sentences 
made up of words 
with known letter-
sound 
correspondences & 
a few exception 
words 

 

 

To apply phonic knowledge to 
decode words.  
To speedily read all 40+ 
graphemes for all 40+ 
phonemes. 
To read accurately by blending 
sounds in unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs that have been 
taught.  
To read multisyllable words 
containing taught GPCs.  
To read common suffixes 
including – s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er 
and -est endings.  
To read contractions and 
understanding use of 
apostrophe.  
To read aloud phonically 
decodable text.  
  
 

To continue to apply phonic 
knowledge until automatic 
decoding has become embedded 
and reading is fluent.  
 
To read accurately by blending, 
especially alternative sounds for 
graphemes.  
 
To read multisyllable words 
containing the graphemes 
taught.  
  
To read words containing 
common suffixes. (-ed, -ing, -er, -
est, y-, er, -ment, -ful, ness, -less, 
-ly) 
 
To read common exception 
words noting unusual 
correspondences.  
 
To read most words quicky and 
accurately without overt 
sounding and blending.  
 

To use their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology and 
etymology) both to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning 
of new words they meet.  
 
 
To read further exception words, 
noting the unusual 
correspondences between 
spelling and sound, and where 
these occur in the word.  
 
 
 
 

To use their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology and 
etymology) both to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning 
of new words they meet.  
 
 
To read further exception words, 
noting the unusual 
correspondences between 
spelling and sound, and where 
these occur in the word.  
 
 

Apply their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology and 
etymology) both to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning 
of new words that they meet.  

Apply their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology and 
etymology) both to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning 
of new words that they meet. 

Common 
Exception 
words 

 Read a few common 
exception words 
matched to the 
school’s phonic 
programme.  
 

To read Year 1 common 
exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between 
spelling and sound and where 
these occur in words.  
 

To read Year 1 and Year 2 
common exception words noting 
unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound and 
where these occur in the word.  

To read Y3/4 common exception 
words 
 
 

To read Y3/4 common exception 
words 

To read most Y5/Y6 exception 
words, discussing the unusual 
correspondences between 
spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word.  

To read most Y5/Y6 exception 
words, discussing the unusual 
correspondences between 
spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word. 
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Fluency 
 
*NB: 
Reading 
speeds are 
approximate 
guides.  
Pace of 
reading is 
only one 
indicator of 
fluency.  
 

  
 

To reread texts to build up 
fluency and confidence in word 
reading.  
To read aloud accurately books 
that are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge 
and that do not require them to 
use other strategies to work out 
words.  
 
Read aloud, checking that it 
‘sounds right’ and that the text 
makes sense to them.  
 
With support, notice sentence 
punctuation.  
 
Re-read favourite books to 
themselves, to gain confidence 
with word reading and fluency.  
In Year 1 children will read 60 
words of an age-appropriate text 
in one minute.  

To read aloud books, closely 
matched to their improving 
phonic knowledge, sounding out 
unfamiliar words accurately, 
automatically and without 
undue hesitation.  
To reread these books to build 
up their fluency and confidence 
in word reading.  
 
Check that the text makes sense 
to them as they read, and correct 
inaccurate reading.  
 
Use expression appropriately to 
support the meaning of sentences 
including those which use 
subordination.  
 
 
In Year 2, children will read 270 
words of an age-appropriate text 
in three minutes.  

When reading aloud, speak 
audibly and with growing fluency.  
 
Read on sight all Year 2 Common 
Exception words and some 
further exception words for Year 
3 and 4.  
 
Gradually, internalise the reading 
process to read silently.  
 
In Year 3, children will read 270 
words of an age-appropriate text 
in 3 minutes.  

Read words speedily by working 
out the pronunciation of 
unfamiliar printed words and 
recognising familiar words.  
 
Sight-read a wide range of 
exception words (Y3-4 list and 
similar)  
 
With support notice where 
commas create phrasing within 
sentences  
 
Read with expression, using the 
punctuation to support meaning, 
including multi-clause sentences.  
 
 
In Year 4, children will read 360 
words of an age-appropriate text 
in four minutes.  

Read aloud a wider range of texts 
with accuracy and at a 
reasonable speaking pace.  
 
Read most words effortlessly and 
work out how to pronounce 
unfamiliar words with increasing 
automaticity.  
 
When reading use appropriate 
intonation to show their 
understanding.  
 
Notice more sophisticated 
punctuation e.g,  parenthesis and 
use expression accordingly.  
 
Silent read all Y3-4 exception 
words and some Y 5-6 words (and 
similar) with automaticity.  
 
In year 5, children will read 450 
words of an age-appropriate text 
in five minutes.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Year 6, children will read 
extended texts at 90 words per 
minute. 
 
 
 
 
 

What does 
this look like 
in the 
classroom? 

  Phonics teaching using Phonics 
Bugs 
Targeted interventions for those 
children working below their 
expected reading age.  
Daily high frequency words 
practice.  
Individual reading with books 
matched to individual phonic 
knowledge.  
Big Cat guided reading with a 
focus on application of phonic 
knowledge and fluency.  
Benchmarking at Level 16 + used 
to assess children post phonics.  
Oral questions posed to children 
during individual reading and 
whole class reading.  
Daily storytelling including 
reading of core texts 
 
 

 

Phonics teaching using Phonics 
Bug 
Targeted interventions for those 
children working below their 
expected reading age.  
Daily high frequency words 
practice.  
Individual reading with books 
matched to individual phonic 
knowledge.  
Where appropriate, (due to 
COVID) Big Cat guided reading 
with a focus on application of 
phonic knowledge and fluency.  
Benchmarking at level 16 + used 
to assess children post phonics.  
Oral questions posed to children 
during individual reading and 
whole class reading.  
Daily story time including reading 
of core texts.  
 

Individual reading – levelled or 
phonics.  
Daily story time including reading 
of core texts 
Daily phonics interventions for 
those children working below age 
related expectations.  
Word Aware.  
Whole class reading lesson 
English lesson 
Spelling session.  
Basic skills in Reading  

Individual reading – levelled or 
phonics.  
Daily story time including reading 
of core texts.  
Daily phonics interventions for 
those children working below age 
related expectations.  
Word Aware.  
Whole class reading lesson 
English lesson 
Spelling session.  
Basic skills in Reading 
 

Individual reading 
Daily story time including reading 
of core texts.  
Targeted phonics interventions 
for those children working below 
age related expectations.  
Word Aware.  
Whole class reading lesson 
English lesson 
Spelling session.  
Basic skills in reading.  

Individual reading 
Daily story time including reading 
of core texts.  
Targeted phonic interventions for 
those children working below age 
related expectations.  
Word Aware.  
Whole class reading lesson 
English lesson 
Spelling session.  
Basic skills in reading.  
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Skills Nursery Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Range of reading  Shows interest in 
illustrations and words in 
print and digital books and 
words in the environment 
-Looks at and enjoys print 
and digital books 
independently 
 

Enjoys an increasing range of 
print & digital books, both 
fiction and non-fiction 

 Knows that information can be 
retrieved from books, 
computers & mobile digital 
devices 

Listen to and discuss a wide range of 
poems, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can 
read independently.  
 
Age-appropriate texts:  
Reading for themselves key stories, 
fairy tales and traditional tales  
 
 

Listen to, discuss and express views 
about a wide range of contemporary 
and classic poetry, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that at which 
they can read independently.  
 
Age-appropriate texts:  
Reading for themselves a wider range 
of stories, fairy tales and traditional 
tales 

Listen to and discuss a wide range of 
fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks.  
 
Read books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a 
range of purposes.  
 
Read for themselves a wide range of 
books, including fairy stories, myths 
and legends.  

Listen to and discuss a wide range of 
fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks.  
 
Read books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a 
range of purposes.  
 
Read for themselves a wide range of 
books, including fairy stories, myths 
and legends. 
 
 

Continue to read and discuss an 
increasingly wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks.  
 
Reading books that structured in 
different ways and reading for a 
range of purposes.  
 
Read for themselves an increasingly 
wide range of books, including fairy 
stories, myths and legends. 
 
 
 

Continue to read and discuss an 
increasingly wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks.  
 
Reading books that structured in 
different ways and reading for a 
range of purposes.  
 
 
Read for themselves an increasingly 
wide range of books, including fairy 
stories, myths and legends. 
 
 

Familiarity with texts  Joins in with repeated 
refrains and anticipates key 
events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories 
• Begins to be aware of the 
way stories are structured, 
and to tell own stories 
• Be able to talk about 
familiar stories & tell a long 
story 

Describes main story 
settings, events & 
principal characters in 
increasing detail 

To become familiar with key stories, 
fairy stories and traditional tales, 
retelling them and considering their 
particular characteristics.  
 
Recognise and join in with predictable 
phrases.  
 

Become increasingly familiar with 
and retelling a wider range of stories, 
fairy stories and traditional tales.  
 
Recognise simple recurring literary 
language in stories and poetry.  

Increasing their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including fairy 
stories, myths and legends, and 
retelling some of these orally.  
 
Identify theme and conventions in a 
wide range of books 
 

 

Increasing their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including fairy 
stories, myths and legends, and 
retelling some of these orally.  
 
Identify theme and conventions in a 
wide range of books. 

Increasing their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including myths, 
legends and traditional stories, 
modern fiction, fiction from our 
literacy heritage and books from 
other cultures and traditions.  
 
Identifying and discussing themes 
and conventions in and across a wide 
range of writing.  

Increasing their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including myths, 
legends and traditional stories, 
modern fiction, fiction from our 
literacy heritage and books from 
other cultures and traditions.  
 
Identifying and discussing themes 
and conventions in and across a wide 
range of writing. 

Poetry and 
performance  

Spot & suggest rhymes 
• Sings to self and makes 
up simple songs 
• Creates sounds, 
movements, drawings to 
accompany stories 
• Sing a large repertoire of 
songs 

Re-enacts and reinvents stories 
/ poems they have heard in 
their play 
• Beginning to understand 
humour, e.g. nonsense rhymes 
• Uses combinations of art 
forms, e.g. moving and singing, 
making and dramatic play 

Learning to appreciate rhymes and 
poems, and to recite some by heart.  
 
  

Continue to build up a repertoire of 
poems learnt by heart, appreciating 
these and reciting some, with 
appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear.  

Prepare poems and play scripts to 
read aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, 
tone, volume and action.  
 
Recognising some different forms of 
poetry (for example, free verse, 
narrative poetry)  

 

Prepare poems and play scripts to 
read aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, 
tone, volume and action.  
 
Recognising some different forms of 
poetry (for example, free verse, 
narrative poetry) 

Learn a wider range of poetry by 
heart.  
 
Prepare poems and plays to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, 
tone and volume so that the meaning 
is clear to an audience.  

Learn a wider range of poetry by 
heart.  
 
Prepare poems and plays to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, 
tone and volume so that the meaning 
is clear to an audience. 

Word meaning Engage in extended 
conversations about 
stories, learning new 
vocabulary 
• Builds up vocabulary that 
reflects the breadth of their 
experiences 

Extends vocabulary, especially 
by grouping and naming, 
exploring the meaning and 
sounds of new words 

Discuss word meanings, linking new 
meanings to those already known.  
 
I can make a simple comment on how 
the writer has created 
excitement/suspense/surprise.  
 

Discuss and clarify the meanings of 
words, linking new meanings to 
known vocabulary.  
 
Discuss their favourite words and 
phrases.  

Use dictionaries to check the 
meanings of words that they have 
read.  
 

 

Use dictionaries to check the 
meanings of words that they have 
read. 

Use dictionaries to check the 
meanings of words that they have 
read. 

Use dictionaries to check the 
meanings of words that they have 
read. 

Understanding  Beginning to understand 
why and how questions 
 
Uses talk to explain what is 
happening 
 

Engages with books & other 
reading materials at an 
increasingly deeper level, & 
their knowledge of language 
structure, subject knowledge & 
illustrations to interpret the 
text  
 
Uses talk to organise, sequence 
& clarify thinking, ideas, 
feelings and events 
•Give explanation of why 
events happened in a story 

Draw on what they already know or on 
background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher.  
 
Be encouraged to link what they read 
or hear read to their own experiences.  
 
Check that the text makes sense to 
them as they read and correct 
inaccurate reading.  
 
 

Draw on what they already know or 
on background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher.  
 
Check that the text makes sense to 
them as they read and correct 
inaccurate reading.  
 
Make links between a current book 
and those already read.  
 
 

Checking that the text makes sense to 
them, discussing their understanding 
and explaining the meaning of words 
in context.  
 
Asking questions to improve their 
understanding of the text.  

Checking that the text makes sense to 
them, discussing their understanding 
and explaining the meaning of words 
in context.  
 
Asking questions to improve their 
understanding of the text 
 
 

Checking that the book makes sense 
to them, discussing their 
understanding and exploring the 
meaning of words in context.  
 
Asking questions to improve their 
understanding.  
 

Checking that the book makes sense 
to them, discussing their 
understanding and exploring the 
meaning of words in context.  
 
Asking questions to improve their 
understanding.  
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Non-fiction: 
 
(See also Retrieval)  

  Listen to and discuss a wide range of 
non-fiction at a level beyond that at 
which they can read independently.  
 
Explain key facts about what is read to 
them from a variety of texts, including 
poems, non-fiction and stories. E.g., 
key characters, places and events.  
 
Retrieve answers to simple literal who, 
what, where, which, who and how 
questions.  
 

Be introduced to non-fiction books 
that are structured in different ways.  
 
Begin to analyse the wording of a 
question in order to choose what to 
look for. E.g., what did the princess do 
first when she arrived at the castle? 
Key words: first, princess, castle.  
 

Retrieve and record information from 
non-fiction 
 
Children become more familiar with 
retrieving facts and information where 
question words and text language 
vary. (i.e., where the literal answer is 
somewhat ‘hidden’ in the vocabulary 
used); they scan for alternative 
synonyms or phrases.  
 
Children check the accuracy of what 
they are retrieving by reading around 
the words or phrases they find.  
 

Retrieve and record information from 
non-fiction 
 
Children develop their reading 
retrieval skills, working across a wider 
range of text types with growing 
familiarity; they work with texts of 
increasing length, to retrieve 
information across the whole text as 
individual paragraphs.  
 
 

Retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction.  
 
Children can: discuss their 
understanding and explore the 
meaning of words in context;  
ask questions which develop their 
understanding.  
Retrieve key details and begin to find 
quotations from a whole text.  
 

Retrieve, record and present 
information from non-fiction. 
 
Make predictions about characters, 
plots and themes of stories based 
upon knowledge of fiction genres and 
other books by the same author. 

Inference:  See understanding above See understanding above Make inferences based on what is 
being said and done.  
 
To discuss the significance of the title 
and events.  
 
Make simple inferences when a book is 
read to them e.g., how each of the 
bears feel when they discover 
Goldilocks, or why Jack is called ‘lazy’; 
why the title ‘Upside Down’ might be 
suitable for an information text about 
bats.  
 
 
 

Make inferences on the basis of what 
is being said and done.  
 
Make some inferences answering 
‘how’ or ‘why’ questions which may 
reach beyond the text. 
 
Predict the feelings of characters and 
the reasons for these feelings, 
particularly when based on the child’s 
personal experiences e.g., why Owl 
might be afraid of the dark.  
 
Explain their understanding of what is 
read to them, beyond that which is 
explicitly stated e.g., make a sequence 
of events, or explain a moral or 
message; learn about cause and effect 
e.g., what has prompted a character’s 
behaviour.  
 

Drawing inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives for their actions, and 
justifying inferences with evidence.  
 
Children learn to, with support, 
identify themes across the text.  
 
Draw inferences such as characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives for 
their actions and begin to justify their 
inferences by locating textual 
evidence.  
 
  
 
 
 
 

Drawing inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and 
justifying inferences with evidence. 
 
Children identify themes across the 
text.  
 
Draw inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives for their actions and justify 
these with textual evidence.  
 
 

Drawing inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and 
justifying inferences with evidence. 
 
Identify and discuss themes across a 
wide range of texts: fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry.  
 
Children independently draw 
inferences often justifying with textual 
evidence.  
 
Make predictions from implied details, 
both before and after events.  
 
 

Drawing inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and 
justifying inferences with evidence. 
 
Children draw hidden inferences, 
justifying with textual evidence, 
including use of quotations which 
illustrate these.  
 
Identify and discuss themes across a 
wide range of texts: fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prediction Joins in with repeated 
refrains and anticipates key 
events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories 
 
Talks about events and 
principal characters in 
stories and suggests how 
the story might end 

Understands a range of 
complex sentence structures 
including negatives, plurals and 
tense markers 

Predict what might happen on the 
basis of what has been read so far.  
 
Predict whether a book will be a story 
or non-fiction based on the cover and 
title.  
 
Predict what might happen next in a 
sequenced story, based on what has 
been read so far.  
 
 
 
 
 

Predict what might happen on the 
basis of what has been read so far.  
 
Make predictions prior to reading 
based upon the cover, title and skim 
reading of any illustrations.  
 
Make predictions based upon the 
events in the text so far.  
 
Make predictions based using 
experience of reading books based on 
other familiar texts.  
 
 
 

Predicting what might happen from 
details stated and implied, 
supporting these predictions with 
evidence from the text. 
 
Make predictions prior to reading 
based on the title, cover, contents 
page and headings.  
 
Make predictions based upon events  
and actions of characters so far in the 
story.  
 
Make predictions drawing upon 
knowledge from other texts.  
 
Make predictions drawing upon 
background knowledge of the topic.  

Predicting what might happen from 
details stated and implied, 
supporting these predictions with 
evidence from the text.  
 
Make predictions prior to reading 
based on the title, cover, contents 
page and headings.  
 
Make predictions based upon events 
and actions of characters so far in the 
story.  
 
Make predictions drawing upon 
knowledge from other texts.  
 
Make predictions drawing upon 
background knowledge of the topic. 

Predicting what might happen from 
details stated and implied, 
supporting these predictions with 
evidence from the text. 
 
 
Make predictions about characters 
based upon reading so far – 
identifying a range of evidence within 
and beyond the text to support 
opinion.  
 
 
Categorise predictions as 
likely/unlikely based upon what has 
been read so far.  
 

Predicting what might happen from 
details stated and implied. 
Supporting these predictions with 
evidence from the text. 
 
Make predictions about characters, 
plots and themes of stories based 
upon knowledge of fiction genres and 
other books by the same author.  

Authorial intent     Identify how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning.  
 
Discuss words and phrases that 
capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination.  
 

 

Identify how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning. 
 
Discuss words and phrases that 
capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination. 

Identify how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning. 
 
Discuss and evaluate how authors use 
language, including figurative 
language, considering the impact on 
the reader.  

Identify how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning. 
 
Discuss and evaluate how authors use 
language, including figurative 
language, considering the impact on 
the reader. 

Retrieval 
 
(Comprehension)  

  Answer simple retrieval questions 
about a text including questions 
about characters, settings and key 
events. 
 

Asking and answering questions.  
 
Answer find it questions about key 
information in a non-fiction text.  
 

To retrieve information from fiction 
texts.  
 
Children become more familiar with 
retrieving facts and information where 
question words and text language 

To retrieve information from fiction 
texts. 
 
Children develop their reading 
retrieval skills, working across a wider 
range of text types with growing 

Find and select words and phrases 
from across a whole text to answer 
find it questions.  
 
 

Find, select and combine relevant 
words and phrases from more than 
one text/source to support answers 
to find it questions.  
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Explain key facts about what is read to 
them from a variety of texts, including 
poems, non-fiction and stories. E.g., 
key characters, places and events.  
 
Retrieve answers to simple literal who, 
what, where, which, who and how 
questions.  
 
 
  
 
 

Begin to analyse the wording of a 
question in order to choose what to 
look for. E.g., what did the princess do 
first when she arrived at the castle? 
Key words: first, princess, castle.  
 
 

vary. (i.e., where the literal answer is 
somewhat ‘hidden’ in the vocabulary 
used); they scan for alternative 
synonyms or phrases.  
 
Children check the accuracy of what 
they are retrieving by reading around 
the words or phrases they find.  
 
 
 

familiarity; they work with texts of 
increasing length, to retrieve 
information across the whole text as 
individual paragraphs.  
 
 

Children can: discuss their 
understanding and explore the 
meaning of words in context;  
ask questions which develop their 
understanding.  
Retrieve key details and begin to find 
quotations from a whole text.  
 
 
 

Children can independently locate 
information and provide reasoned 
justifications for their views.  
 
Routinely find accurate quotations 
from a whole text.  
 
 

Skimming and 
Scanning  

   Scan text to find given words and 
phrases.   

Skim and scan to identify and use 
headings and sections in books 
(glossaries, indexes, contents etc.) to 
retrieve information.  
 
 

Scan different sections of unknown 
texts (fiction and non-fiction) to find 
missing information.  

Scan different texts to find evidence to 
support answers to questions.  
Speed read or skim the text to gain the 
gist or main idea.  
 
 

Use skimming, scanning and text-
marking to support answers to 
questions which require analysis e.g., 
of mood/setting/characters and to 
support own viewpoint.  

Summarise/sequence  
(Comprehension)  
 

  Identify and discuss the setting and 
names of the characters in a story.  

Discuss the sequence of events in 
books and how items of information 
are related.  
 
 
 
 
 

Summarise orally and in writing the 
main points from a paragraph using a 
wider range of prompts.  
 
 

Summarise orally and in writing the 
main points from a paragraph using a 
wider range of prompts.  
 
 

Summarising the main ideas drawn 
from more than one paragraph, 
identifying key details that support 
the main ideas.  
 
Identify the main ideas from several 
paragraphs and provide key additional 
information from a section of the text 
to support this.  

Summarising the main ideas drawn 
from more than one paragraph, 
identifying key details that support the 
main ideas. 
 
 
Summarise the themes or viewpoints 
for different texts.  

Discussing reading  Listens to others in one-to-
one or small groups, when 
conversation interests them 
 
Listens to familiar stories 
with increasing attention 
and recall 
 
Be able to express a point 
of view & to debate when 
they disagree 
 

Is able to recall & discuss 
stories or information that has 
been read to them, or they 
have read themselves 
 
Listens & responds to ideas 
expressed by others in 
conversation or discussion  
 
Understands questions such as 
who; why; when; where and 
how 
 
Links statements & sticks to a 
main theme or intention 

Participate in discussion about what is 
read to them, taking turns and 
listening to what others say.  

Participate in discussion about books, 
poems, and other works that are read 
to them and those that they can read 
for themselves, taking turns and 
listening to what others say.  
 
 
 
 
 

Participate in discussion about both 
books that are read to them and those 
they can read for themselves, taking 
turns and listening to what others say.  
 

 

Participate in discussion about both 
books that are read to them and those 
they can read for themselves, taking 
turns and listening to what others say. 

Participate in discussions about books 
that are read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously.  
 
Explain and discuss their 
understanding of what they have 
read, including through formal 
presentations and debates, maintain a 
focus on the topic and using notes 
where necessary.  
 
 

Participate in discussions about books 
that are read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courteously.  
 
Explain and discuss their 
understanding of what they have read, 
including through formal 
presentations and debates, maintain a 
focus on the topic and using notes 
where necessary.  
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